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available electronic form at the Politics Department’s web site. 
 
Course Syllabus: 
The formal syllabus in the Examination Regulations states: 
 

The relations between the major powers; the twentieth-century origins of the First World 
War and the origins of the Second World War; war aims, strategies, and peace-making; 
the disintegration of war-time alliances; the League of Nations and the establishment of 
the United Nations; the impact of major political movements (Communism, Fascism, 
nationalism) on international society; monetary and economic developments as they 
affected international politics. Knowledge of events before 1900 and after 1947 will not be 
demanded, nor will questions be set on extra-European developments before 1914. 

Examination Regulations 2003. 
 
Content and Structure 
The era of the two world wars has had a profound influence on the subject of international 
relations. The purpose of this paper is to study central questions in the international history of 
the period 1900 to 1947, and to discuss them in relation to the major theoretical issues which 
they raise. Twelve topics are listed, of which students would normally choose eight.  
 
The first topic on the causes of the First World War introduces alternative approaches to the 
subject: levels of analysis, the operation of the balance of power, state level explanations and 
processes of decision-making. The second topic looks at the way in which war aims expanded 
under the strain of total war, and the influence and limits of the new, idealist agenda for 
international relations championed by Woodrow Wilson. The fourth topic introduces the Soviet 
view of the international system and considers the extent to which the Soviet Union diverged 
from ‘realist’ norms of state behaviour. Three topics are concerned with the causes of instability 
in different regions: the conflict between imperialism and rival nationalisms in the Middle East 
(topic 3); the problems of West European security in the period 1919-1933 and the potential of a 
new concert of powers, forming around the Locarno détente (topic 5); the external and internal 
problems of the independent states of Eastern Europe (topic 6). Topic 7 examines the nature of 
isolationism in the United States and the issues for international relations theory which it raises. 
The second half of the paper is concerned with the disintegration of the international order 
established after 1919, examining the causes and consequences of the great depression (topic 
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10), the impact of Japanese imperialism, Nazism and Fascism (topics 8 and 11), the failure to 
achieve ‘collective security’ through international organization in the League of Nations (topic 
9) or to ‘appease’ the revisionist powers by negotiation (topic 11). The final topic (12) acts as a 
way of drawing together this paper and as a bridge to the paper in International Relations in the 
era of the Cold War. It considers the ways in which the war aims of the victorious powers during 
the Second World War were influenced by what they perceived to be the lessons of the 
inter-war period, their plans for the peace, including the foundation of the United Nations 
Organization, and the differences between the security concepts of the United States, Britain 
and the Soviet Union leading to the Cold War. 
 
The reading list covers the following twelve topics: 
 

1. The Causes of the First World War 

2. War Aims and the Paris Peace Conference 

3. The Middle East in the Inter-War Years 

4. The Russian Revolution and Comintern 

5. Western Europe: The Weimar Republic, Britain, France and the US 

6. Central and Eastern Europe 

7. The US and International Order in the Inter-War Years 

8. The Far East in the Inter-War Years 

9. The League of Nations and Collective Security 

10. The International Economy in the Inter-War Years 

11. The Rise of Hitler and the Coming of War in Europe 

12. The Second World War: Security, Alliance and Diplomacy 

 
Objectives:  
The course objectives are:  
 

(a) To enable students to gain an understanding of the main elements of International 
Relations in the Era of Two World Wars. 

(b) To gain a good knowledge and understanding of the scholarly literature in the field. 

(c) To enable students to use data drawn from the large resources available (inter alia) in 
the Bodleian Library to form their own interpretations of the main issues and themes 
of this period, and to refine the skill of thinking rigorously and critically for 
themselves. 

 
Teaching arrangements 
The course is taught through core lectures and tutorials. Tutorial teaching for the course is 
arranged by each undergraduate’s College tutor. The normal arrangement is eight tutorials 
during one of the three terms of the second year of the course, for which students write six 
essays, though the precise arrangements are the responsibility of the tutor concerned.  Students 
are strongly advised to attend the series of twelve core lectures. These will be held in 2003/2004 
on Mondays at 11 a.m. in Michaelmas and Hilary Terms in the Examination Schools. College 
tutors will give guidance on the relevance to this course of other lecture series listed for each 
term in the termly Lecture List, available from the Politics Department’s web-site. 
 
Course assessment 
The course is assessed by means of a three-hour unseen examination according to the 
provisions established in the Examination Decrees 2003, a copy of which has been issued to each 
undergraduate student in the Politics Department. Further details are available in the PPE 
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Handbook, and Essential Information for Students, copies of which have also been issued to each 
undergraduate and are also available on the Politics Department’s web-site. 
 
Preparatory Reading: 
These books will contain material relevant to many, or most of the following topics (even 
though they will not always be mentioned under the sections on specific topics).  
 
Bartlett, Christopher John, The Global Conflict, The International Rivalry of the Great Powers 1880-

1970 (1984). ##  
Bell, Philip M.H., The Origins of the Second World War in Europe (latest edn., 1997). ## 
Carr, Edward H., International Relations Between the Two World Wars (1965).  
Carr, Edward H., The Twenty Years’ Crisis, 1919-1939 (1939). ##  
Finney, Patrick (ed.), The Origins of the Second World War (1997). 
Joll, James, Europe since 1870 (2nd edn., 1976).  
Kissinger, Henry A., Diplomacy (1994).  
Marks, Sally, The Ebbing of European Ascendancy: An International History of the World, 1914-1945 

(2002). ##  
Roberts, John M., Europe, 1880-1945 (3rd edn., 2001).  
Steiner, Zara, The Lights that Failed: European International History, 1919-1933 (2005). ## 
 
If you have not studied International Relations before you should read one of the following as a 
basic guide: 
 
Hollis, Martin and Smith, Steve, Explaining and Understanding International Relations (1992). *  
Nye, Joseph, Understanding International Conflicts: An Introduction to Theory and History (3rd edn., 

2000). ## 
Russett, Bruce, and Starr, Harvey, World Politics. The Menu for Choice, Part One (5th edn., 1995). *  
 
Other useful surveys of the period, include: 
 
Ahmann, Rolf, Birke, Adolf M., Howard, M., The Quest for Stability: Problems of West European 

Security, 1918-1957 (1993). 
Andrew, Christopher M. and Noakes, Jeremy, Intelligence and International Relations (1987).  
Craig, Gordon A. and George, Alexander L., Force and Statecraft: Diplomatic Problems of Our Time 

(3rd edn).  
Craig, Gordon A. and Gilbert, Felix (eds.), The Diplomats, 1919-39 (1953).  
Dunne, Tim, Cox, Michael, Booth, Ken (eds.), The Eighty Years’ Crisis: International Relations, 

1919-1999 (1998). 
Hinsley, F.H., Power and the Pursuit of Peace (1962).  
Kennedy, Paul M., The Rise and Fall of Great Powers (1987).  
Kindleberger, Charles P., The World in Depression, 1929-1939 (updated edn. 1987).  
Mazower, Mark, Dark Continent: Europe’s Twentieth Century (1998). 
Otte, Thomas G., Pagedas, Constantine A., Personalities, War and Diplomacy (1997). 
Paret, Peter (ed.), Makers of Modern Strategy from Machiavelli to the Nuclear Age (1986).  
Ross, Graham, The Great Powers and the Decline of the European States System, 1914-1945 (1983).  
Wilson, Peter, and Long, David (eds.), Thinkers of the Twenty Years Crisis (1995).  
 
 
Note on the Reading List: 
This is a Departmental Reading List that is designed to provide a broad and general coverage of 
the paper. Especially given the large numbers taking the paper and the demands on libraries, it 
contains many more items than an individual student would be expected to read. The reading is 
listed alphabetically by topic. Individual tutors will provide guidance on which readings are 
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most appropriate. 

 
## = Essential Reading 

* = Theoretical Reading 
 
 
1. Causes of the First World War 
 
(a) What are the major levels of explanation of the outbreak of the First World War? 

(b) Was the outbreak of the First World War the result of the operation, or of the breakdown, 
of the balance of power? 

(c) How far were Germany and/or Austria-Hungary responsible for the First World War? 

 

Core Reading  
Calleo, David, The German Problem Reconsidered: Germany and the World Order 1870 to the Present 

Day (1978). ##  
Evans, R.J.W. and Pogge von Strandmann, Hartmut (eds.), The Coming of the First World War 

(1988).  
Fischer, Fritz, World Power or Decline: The Controversy over Germany’s Aims in the First World War 

(1975).  
Joll, James, The Origins of the First World War (2nd edn., 1992). ##  
Kissinger, Henry A., Diplomacy (1994). ##  
Koch, Hans W., The Origins of the First World War (1972).  
Steiner, Zara and Keith Neilson, Britain and the Origins of the First World War (2nd ed., 2003).  
Stevenson, David, Armaments and the Coming of War. Europe 1904-1914 (1996). 
Strachan, Hew, ‘The First World War: Causes and Course’, Historical Journal, (1986). 
Strachan, Hew, The First World War, Vol. 1, To Arms (2001).  
Trachtenberg, Marc, History and Strategy (1991), chapter 2 (‘The Coming of the First World 

War’).  
Williamson, Samuel R., Austria-Hungary and the Origins of the First World War (1991). 
 
(a) Levels of Analysis  
Hollis, Martin and Smith, Steve, Explaining and Understanding International Relations (pb., 1992). *  
Nye, Joseph, Understanding International Conflicts: An Introduction to Theory and History (3rd edn. 

2000), chapter 2. * 
Russett, Bruce, and Starr, Harvey, World Politics: The Menu for Choice, Part 1 (pb., 1995). * 
Singer, J.D., ‘The Level-of-Analysis Problem in International Relations’, in Knorr, Klaus and 

Verba, S. (eds.), The International System (1961), repr. in Rosenau, James D., International 
Politics and Foreign Policy (1969).  

 
(b) Balance of Power  
Craig, Gordon A. and George, Alexander L., Force and Statecraft: Diplomatic Problems of Our Time 

(latest edn). 
Gellman, P., ‘The Elusive Explanation: Balance of Power “Theory” and the Origins of World 

War I’, Review of International Studies, 15 (1989).  
Jervis, R., ‘A Political Science Perspective on the Balance of Power and Concert’, American 

Historical Review (1992). *  
Walt, Stephen M., The Origins of Alliances (pb.edn. 1987).*  
Wight, Martin, Power Politics (1978), chapter 16 (‘The Balance of Power.’) * 
 
Further Reading 
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Ferguson, N., ‘Germany and the Origins of the First World War: New Perspectives’, Historical 

Journal (1992).  
Ferguson, Niall, The Pity of War (1998). 
Fischer, Fritz, Germany’s Aims in the First World War (1967). ##  
Gat, Azar, The Development of Military Thought: The Nineteenth Century (1992). 
Geiss, Imanuel, July 1914 - The Outbreak of the First World War: Selected Documents (1967).  
Hamilton, Richard and Holger Herwig, (eds), The Origins of World War One (2003). 
Howard, Michael, The Continental Commitment: Britain’s Defence Policy During the Twentieth 

Century (1972).  
Keegan, John, The First World War (1999). 
Keiger, John F.V., France and the Origins of the First World War (1983).  
Kennedy, Paul M., The Rise of the Anglo-German Antagonism, 1860-1914 (1980).  
Langhorne, Richard, The Collapse of the Concert of Europe: International Politics 1890-1914 (1981).  
Lieven, Dominic C.B., Russia and the Origins of the First World War (1983).  
May, Ernest R. (ed.), Knowing One’s Enemies. Intelligence Assessment before the Two World Wars 

(1984). 
Miller, Sean E., Lynn-Jones, S.M., Van Evera, S. (eds.), Military Strategy and the Origins of the First 

World War (1991). 
Mombauer, Annika, The Origins of the First World War: Controversies and Consensus (2002) 
Mommsen, W.J., ‘Domestic Factors in German Foreign Policy before 1914’, Central European 

History, (1973).  
Paret, Peter (ed.), Makers of Modern Strategy from Machiavelli to the Nuclear Age (1986), esp. 

chapter 11.   
Roehl, John, 1914: Delusion or Design (1973).  
Rotberg, Robert, Raab, Theodore K., The Origin and Prevention of Major Wars (1989).  
Schöllgen, Gregor, Escape into War? The Foreign Policy of Imperial Germany (1990).  
Schroeder, P. W., ‘Alliances, 1815-1914: Weapons of Power and Tools of Management’ in Klaus 

Knorr (ed.), Historical Dimensions of National Security Problems (1976).  
Schroeder, P.W., ‘The Nineteenth Century System: Balance of Power or Political Equilibrium?’, 

Review of International Studies, 15 (1987). 
Schroeder, P.W., ‘Economic Integration and the European International System in the Era of 

World War I’, American Historical Review, 98 (1993). 
Stone, Norman, The Eastern Front, 1914-1917 (1975), esp. chs. 1 & 2.  
White, John Albert, Transition to Global Rivalry (2002) 
 
 
2. War Aims and the Paris Peace Conference 
 
(a) Assess critically the influence of Woodrow Wilson on war aims and on the Paris peace 

treaties. 

(b) How did British and French war aims change during the war and at Paris? 

(c) Were German and other criticisms of the treaties justified? 

 
Core Reading 
Ambrosius, Lloyd E., Woodrow Wilson and the American Diplomatic Tradition: The Treaty Fight in 

Perspective (1987). ##  
Boemeke, Manfred E., Feldman, Gerald D., and Glaser, Elisabeth (eds.), The Treaty of Versailles: A 

Reassessment after 75 Years (1998). ## 
Clark, Ian, ‘The Spoils of War and the Spoiling of Peace,’ Journal of Contemporary History, 38, 

(2003). 
Keynes, John Maynard, The Economic Consequences of the Peace (1920). ##  
Lentin, A., ‘What Really Happened at Paris?’, review article in Diplomacy and Statecraft, 1, (1990). 
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McDougall, W.A., Trachtenberg, M. and Maier, C.S., Special Issue on Versailles, Journal of 

Modern History (1979).  
Macmillan, Margaret, Peacemakers: The Paris Conference of 1919 and its Attempt to end War (2001). 
Marks, Sally, The Illusion of Peace: International Relations in Europe 1918-1933 (second edition, 

2003), chapter 1 ## 
Nicolson, Harold, Peacemaking 1919 (1933, repr. 1964).  
Sharp, Alan, The Versailles Settlement: Peacemaking in Paris, 1919 (1991). ##  
Steiner, Zara, The Lights that Failed: European International History, 1919-1933 (2005). ## 
Stevenson, David, The First World War and International Politics (1988).  
 
(a) Wilson  
Ambrosius, Lloyd E., Wilsonian Statecraft: Theory and Practice of Liberal Internationalism during 

World War I (1991), esp. Introduction [historiographical claims]. 
Ambrosius, Lloyd E., Wilsonianism: Woodrow Wilson and His Legacy in American Foreign Relations 

(2002). 
Cooper, John Milton, Breaking the Heart of the World: Woodrow Wilson and the Fight for the League 

of Nations (2001) 
Hoffmann, Stanley, Janus and Minerva. Essays in the Theory and Practice of International Politics 

(pb. 1987), chapter 18 (‘Liberalism and International Affairs’) *  
Knock, Thomas J., To End All Wars. Woodrow Wilson and the Quest for a New World Order (1992). 
Link, Arthur S., Woodrow Wilson: Revolution, War and Peace (1979).  
Mayer, Arno J., Politics and Diplomacy of Peacemaking (1967). (See review by Lloyd Ambrosius in 

Diplomatic History [1977]). 
Ninkovich, Frank, The Wilsonian Century. U.S. Foreign Policy since 1900 (1999). 
Steigerwald, D., ‘The Reclamation of Woodrow Wilson’, Diplomatic History, 23 (1999)  
 
(b) Britain and France  
Burk, Kathleen, Britain, America and the Sinews of War, 1914-1918 (1985).  
Dockrill, Michael and Fisher, John, The Paris Peace Conference 1919: Peace Without Victory? (2001). 
Goldstein, Erik, Winning the Peace: British Diplomatic Strategy. Peace Planning and the Paris Peace 

Conference, 1916-1920 (1991).  
Lentin, A., Lloyd George and the Lost Peace: From Versailles to Hitler, 1919-1940 (2001). 
McDougall, Walther A., France’s Rhineland Diplomacy, 1914-1924 (1978).  
Newton, Douglas, British Policy and the Weimar Republic, 1918-1919 (1997). 
Rothwell, Victor H., British War Aims and Peace Diplomacy 1914-18 (1971).  
Stevenson, David, French War Aims against Germany 1914-1919 (1982).  
Stevenson, D., ‘French War Aims and the American Challenge’, Historical Journal, (1979). 
Temperley, Harold W.V. (ed.), A History of the Peace Conference of Paris (1920), vol. 1, chapter 5 

(‘Public and Official War Aims’).  
 
(c) Germany and Criticisms of the Treaties 
Burk, K., ‘Economic Diplomacy between the Wars’, Historical Journal (1981). ##  
Calleo, David, The German Problem Reconsidered: Germany and the World Order 1870 to the Present 

Day (1978), chapter 3.  
Hardach, Gerd, The First World War 1914-1918 (1977) esp. chapters 1, 8 to end (History of the 

World Economy in the 20th Century).  
Kent, Bruce, The Spoils of War: The Politics, Economics and Diplomacy of Reparations 1918-1932 

(1989).  
Kindleberger, Charles P., A Financial History of Western Europe (1984), chapter 3.  
Mantoux, Etienne, The Carthaginian Peace (1946).  
Schroeder, Hans-Jürgen (ed.), Confrontation and Co-operation: Germany and the United States in the 

Era of World War I, 1900-1924 (1993). 
Trachtenberg, Marc, Reparations and World Order: France and European Economic Diplomacy 1916-
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1923 (1980).  

Weinberg, Gerhard, Germany, Hitler and World War II (1995), chapter 1 (‘The Defeat of Germany 
in 1918 and the European Balance of Power.’) 

Wheeler-Bennett, John W., Brest Litovsk: The Forgotten Peace (1938).  
 
 
3. The Middle East in the Inter-War Period 
 
(a) What were the special characteristics of the state system which replaced the Ottoman 

Empire at the end of the First World War? 

(b) In what sense can the inter-war period be described as ‘Britain’s Moment in the Middle 
East’? 

(c) Account for the failure to reconcile the conflicting claims of Arab and Jewish nationalism 
in Palestine in the inter-war period. 

 
Core Reading 
Brown, L. Carl, International Politics and the Middle East (1984). ##  
Fromkin, David, A Peace to End All Peace: The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and the Creation of the 

Modern Middle East (New York, 1989). ##  
Monroe, Elizabeth, Britain’s Moment in the Middle East, 1914-71 (1981). ##  
Morris, Benny, Righteous Victims: A History of the Zionist-Arab Conflict, 1881-1999 (1999). 
Rogan, Eugene, ‘The Emergence of the Middle East into the Modern State System’ in Louise 

Fawcett (ed), The International Relations of the Middle East (2005).## 
Shlaim, Avi, The Politics of Partition: King Abdullah, the Zionists, and Palestine, 1921-1951 (1990).   
Shlaim, Avi, War and Peace in the Middle East: A Concise History (1995). ## 
Sykes, Christopher, Cross-Roads to Israel: Palestine from Balfour to Bevin (1967). ##  
Yapp, Malcolm E., The Near East since the First World War (1991). ##  
 
Further Reading 
American Historical Review, (Special Issue, December 1991), esp. articles by Khalidi and Reich.  
Anderson, Mathew S., The Eastern Question 1774-1923 (1966).  
Antonius, George, The Arab Awakening (1938).  
Brown, L. Carl, Imperial Legacy: the Ottoman Imprint on the Balkans and the Middle East (1996). 
Bullard, Sir Reader, Britain and the Middle East (3rd. edn., 1964).  
Cohen, Michael J., The Origins and Evolution of the Arab-Zionist Conflict (1987).  
Dann, Uriel (ed.), The Great Powers in the Middle East, 1919-1939 (1988).  
Darwin, John, Britain, Egypt and the Middle East: Imperial Policy in the Aftermath of War 1918-22 

(1981).  
Friedman, Isaiah, Palestine: A Twice Promised Land? The British, the Arabs and Zionism, 1915-1920 

(2000) 
Kedourie, Elie, In the Anglo-Arab Labyrinth: The McMahon-Husayn Correspondence and its 

Interpretations, 1914-1939 (1976).  
Khalidi, Walid (ed.), From Haven to Conquest: Readings in Zionism and the Palestine Problem Until 

1948 (1971).  
Levene, M., ‘The Balfour Declaration: a Case of Mistaken Identity’, English Historical Review (1992). 
Manela, Erez, ‘The Wilsonian Moment and the Rise of Anticolonial Nationalism: the Case of 

Egypt’ Diplomacy and Statecraft, 12, (2001). 
Mansfield, Peter, The Ottoman Empire and its Successors (1973).  
Mansfield, Peter, A History of the Middle East (1991).  
Nevakivi, Jukka, Britain, France and the Arab Middle East, 1914-20 (1969).  
Owen, Roger, State, Power and Politics in the Making of the Modern Middle East (1991).  
Paris, Timothy J., Britain, The Hashemites and Arab Rule, 1920-1925: The Sherifian Solution (2003). 
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Yapp, Malcolm E., The Making of the Modern Near East, 1792-1923 (1987), chapters 5 and 6.  
Yergin, Daniel, The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, Money and Power (1991).  
 
4. Soviet Foreign Policy 
 
(a) How was the course of international politics affected by the doctrine of ‘Socialism in One 

Country’? 

(b) What was the role of the Comintern, and Communist parties abroad, in Soviet foreign 
policy? 

(c) What was the Soviet view of the international system and its institutions in the inter-war 
years? Did the Soviet government hold a consistent view of its own role in this system? 

(d) Does the theory of `realism’ adequately explain Soviet foreign policy from 1917 to 1941? 

 
Core Reading 
Armstrong, David, Revolution and World Order. The Revolutionary State in International Society 

(1993). ## * 
Degras, Jane (ed.), Soviet Documents on Foreign Policy (1951-53).   
Gorodetsky, Gabriel. Grand Delusion: Stalin and the German Invasion of Russia (1999). 
Haslam, Jonathan, The Soviet Union and the Struggle for Collective Security in Europe 1933-39 

(1984).  
Jacobson, Jon, When the Soviet Union Entered World Politics (1994). 
Mawdsley, Evan, The Russian Civil War (1987).   
Overy, Richard, Russia’s War (1997). 
Roberts, Geoffrey, The Soviet Union and the Origins of the Second World War (1995). ## 
Service, Robert, Lenin: A Biography (2000). 
Tucker, Robert C., Stalin in Power. The Revolution from Above, 1928-1941 (1990).  
Ulam, Adam B., Expansion and Co-existence: The History of Soviet Foreign Policy, 1917-1967 (2nd. 

edn., 1974).  
Uldricks, Teddy J. ‘Soviet Security Policy in the 1930s.’ In Gorodetsky, G. (ed.), Soviet Foreign 

Policy 1917-1991. A Retrospective (1994), or Finney, P. (ed.) The Origins of the Second World 
War (1997). 

 
(b) Comintern 
Carr, Edward H., The Twilight of the Comintern 1930-1935 (1982).  
Claudin, Fernando, The Communist Movement: from Comintern to Cominform (1975). ##   
Deakin, Frederick W., Shukman, Harold and Willetts, H., A History of World Communism (1975).  
Degras, Jane (ed.), The Communist International 1919-43: Documents and Commentary, 3 vols. 

(1956-65).   
Joll, James, The Second International 1889-1914 (2nd edn., 1974) .  
McDermott, Kevin and Agnew, J., The Comintern: A History of International Communism from 

Lenin to Stalin (1996). 
McMeekin, Sean, The Red Millionaire: A Political Biography of Willi Muenzenberg, Moscow’s Secret 

Propaganda Tsar in the West, 1917-1940 (2004). 
Thorpe, Andrew, The British Communist Party and Moscow, 1920-1943 (2000) 
 
(d) Realism 
Hoffmann, Stanley, Janus and Minerva. Essays in the Theory and Practice of International Politics 

(pb. 1987), chapter 4 (‘Hans Morgenthau: The Limits and Influence of “Realism”’).* 
Keohane, R., ‘Realism, Neorealism and the Study of World Politics’ in Robert O. Keohane, ed., 

Neorealism and Its Critics (1986). * ## 
Morgenthau, Hans, Politics among Nations (1993).*  



 9 
Schweller, Randall, Deadly Imbalances: Tripolarity and Hitler’s Strategy of World Conquest (1998). 
 
Further Reading 
Avineri, Shlomo, ‘Marxism and Nationalism’, Journal of Contemporary History, (1991).  
Carley, Michael, ‘Behind Stalin’s Moustache: Pragmatism in Early Soviet Foreign Policy’, 

Diplomacy & Statecraft, 12 (2001). 
Carr, Edward H., German-Soviet Relations between the Two World Wars, 1919-39 (1951).  
Daniels, Robert, A Documentary History of Communism, vol. 2 (1984).  
Dirlik, Arif, The Origins of Chinese Communism (1989). 
Erickson, John, The Soviet High Command 1918-1941 (1962).  
Fink, Carole, Frohn, Axel and Heideking, Jürgen, Genoa, Rapallo and European Reconstruction in 

1922 (1991).  
Graham, Helen and  Preston, Paul (eds.), The Popular Front in Europe (1987).  
Haslam, Jonathan, The Soviet Union and the Threat from the East, 1933-1941 (1992). 
Lenin, Vladimir I., Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism (1917).  
Neilson, Keith, ‘Stalin’s Moustache: The Soviet Union and the Coming of War’, Diplomacy & 

Statecraft, 12 (2001). 
Pantsov, A.V., The Bolsheviks and the Chinese Revolution 1919-1927 (2000). 
Salzmann, Stephanie, Great Britain, Germany and the Soviet Union: Rapallo and After (2003), 

reviewed in English Historical Review, issue 480 (2004). 
Shaw, Louise Grace, The British Political Elite and the Soviet Union, 1937-1939 (2003). 
Shukman, Harold, (ed.), The Blackwell Encyclopedia of the Russian Revolution (1994, or earlier - 

1988 edn.) article by Patrikeef, F., ‘The Idea of World Revolution’. 
Smith, S.A., A Road is Made: Communism in Shanghai, 1920-1927 (2000). 
Toynbee, Arnold (ed.), The Impact of the Russian Revolution, 1917-67 (1967).  
Tunkin, Grigorii I., Theory of International Law (1974).  
Vigor, Peter H., The Soviet View of War, Peace and Neutrality (1975).  
Volkogonov, Dmitrii A., Lenin: Life and Legacy (1994).  
White, Stephen, The Origins of Détente: The Genoa Conference and Soviet-Western Relations, 1921-

1922 (1986).  
 
 
5. Western Europe: The Weimar Republic, Britain, France and the US—treaty enforcement 

and revision 
 
(a) Why, despite its military power, was French policy towards Germany unsuccessful 

between 1919 and 1924? 

(b) Assess the different views held by France, Britain and the United States about the German 
problem in the period 1924-1933. 

(c) ‘The Dawes Plan and the treaties of Locarno committed Germany to the peaceful 
settlement of disputes. They worked well until they were swept away by the depression.’ 
Do you agree? 

(d) Were the revisionist aims of Weimar foreign policy incompatible with European security? 

 
Core Reading 
Burk, K., ‘Economic Diplomacy between the Wars’, Historical Journal (1981). ##  
Cohrs, Patrick O., ‘The First ‘Real’ Peace Settlements after the First World War: Britain, the 
United States and the accords of London and Locarno, 1923-1925,’ Contemporary European 
History (Feb. 2003).  
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Jacobson, J., ‘Is There a New International History of the 1920s?’ American Historical Review 

(1983). ##  
Marks, Sally, The Illusion of Peace: International Relations in Europe 1918-1933 (second edition, 

2003). ##  
Michalka, Wolfgang and Lee, M.M., German Foreign Policy 1917-1933: Continuity or Break? (1987).  
Steiner, Zara, The Lights that Failed: European International History, 1919-1933 (2005). ## 
Wright, J., ‘Stresemann and Locarno’, Contemporary European History, 4 (1995).  
 
(a) and (b) Britain, France and the US 
Adamthwaite, Anthony P., Grandeur and Misery. France’s Bid for Power in Europe, 1914-1940 

(1995).  
Bariéty, Jacques, Les relations Franco-Allemandes après la première guerre mondiale (1977).  
Fischer, Conan, The Ruhr Crisis, 1923-1924 (2003) 
Grayson, Richard, Austen Chamberlain and the Commitment to Europe, 1924-29 (1997).  
Hogan, Michael J., Informal Entente. The Private Structure of Anglo-American Economic Diplomacy, 

1918-1928 (2nd edn., 1991). 
Jacobson, J., ‘Strategies of French Foreign Policy after World War I’, Journal of Modern History 

(1983). 
Johnson, Gaynor, ‘British Policy towards Europe, 1919-1939’, Historical Journal, 46 (2003). 
Keiger, J.F.V., France and the World since 1870 (2001). 
Kennedy, Paul M., ‘The Tradition of Appeasement in British Foreign Policy, 1865-1939.’ In Paul 

M. Kennedy, Strategy and Diplomacy 1870-1945. Eight Studies (1983). 
Kent, Bruce, The Spoils of War: The Politics, Economics and Diplomacy of Reparations 1918-1932 
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12. The Second World War: Security, Alliance and Diplomacy 
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(e) Do you agree that in 1944-47, as in 1939-41, Stalin unwisely over-played his hand? 

(f) What alternatives did the United States have, in 1944-47, to a policy of `containment’? 
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