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International Conflict in the Modern World

Oxford University, Trinity Term 2003
Derek Smith, Lecturer in International Relations, Worcester College
Objective: This tutorial is an introduction to the causes and character of international
conflict and cooperation. It will examine various theories of international politics,

drawing upon historical cases as evidence.

Tutorials: From Week One to Week Eight we will meet on Tuesday afternoon at 3 pm in
Teaching Room #1 of St. John's College. Attendance is mandatory, though for extreme

circumstances we may be able to arrange an alternative meeting time.

Assignments: Each student will write three essays of approximately 2,000 words,
double-spaced, to be handed in to my pigeon hole in Somerville College by noon the
Monday preceding the relevant tutorial. One additional essay based on a research topic
of your choice will be due (June 15th) before our final meeting in 8" week, at which
each student will give a talk of no more than 10-12 minutes on the selected subject. For
weeks 1-7, at the start of each tutorial I will ask one student to open discussion with a

presentation on the week’s topic.
Grading: Essays will be handed back at the end of each tutorial, and will account for
50% of the overall grade. Oral presentations, class participation, and demonstrated

comprehension of the material will make up the remainder.

Contact Information: Email: derek.smith@some.ox.ac.uk. Mobile: 07855177892.

Core Reading:

Henry Kissinger, Diplomacy (1994); Joseph Nye, Understanding International
Conflicts (3 Ed., 2000). Both of these books are available at www.amazon.co.uk (£11.99
and £21.99 respectively), at Blackwells (they have the 4" Edition of Nye’s book), and in
the Bodleian PPE Reading Room.

Tutorial Schedule and Readings

Week One: International Relations Theory
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What is realism? How does it differ from the liberal view of world politics?

David Baldwin, Neorealism and Neoliberalism: The Contemporary Debate (1993),
Chapters by Baldwin, Grieco, and Keohane.

Jack Donnelly, Realism and International Relations (2000), Chapters 1, 2, and 5.
Robert Keohane, Neorealism and its Critics (1986), Chapters 1 and 2.

Henry Kissinger, Diplomacy, (1994), Chapter 2.

John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics (2001), Chapter 1.

Joseph Nye, Understanding International Conflicts, Chapters 1 and 2.

Supplemental reading:

Norman Angell, The Great Illusion: A Study of the Relation of Military Power to
National Advantage (1912).

E.H. Carr, The Twenty Years’ Crisis (1939).
Robert Keohane, After Hegemony (1984): Chapters 1, 6, and 10.
Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye, Power and Independence (2™ edn. 1989).

Hans Morgenthau, “A Realist Theory of International Politics,” Politics Among
Nations (any edition), Chapter 1.

Alexander Wendt, “Anarchy is What States Make of It: The Social Construction
of Power Politics,” International Organization vol. 46, no. 2 (spring 1992): 391-427.

Week Two: World War II
Was World War I a result of a breakdown in the functioning of the balance of power?
P.M.H. Bell, The Origins of the Second World War in Europe (1986), pp.14-38.

Donald Kagan, On the Origins of War and the Preservation of Peace (1995), Chapter
4.

Henry Kissinger, Diplomacy, Chapters 12-14.
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Joseph Nye, Understanding International Conflicts, Chapter 4.
A.].P. Taylor, The Origins of the Second World War (1961), pp. xi-xxviii, 102-109,
272-278.
Supplemental:
Akira Iriye, The Origins of the Second World War in Asia and the Pacific (1987).

Sally Marks, The Illusion of Peace: International Relations in Europe, 1918-1933
(1976).
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Week Three: The Middle East
What are the causes of the Arab-Israeli conflict and why has it proved so resistant to resolution?
Thomas L. Friedman, From Beirut to Jerusalem (2™ ed. 1998).

David Fromkin, A Peace to End All Peace: The Fall of the Ottoman Empire and the
Creation of the Modern Middle East (1989).

Benny Morris, Righteous Victims: A History of the Zionist-Arab Conflict, 1881-1999
(1999).

Joseph Nye, Understanding International Conflicts, pp. 163-173.
Ritchie Ovendale, The Origins of the Arab-Israeli Wars (1999).
Avi Shlaim, The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World (2000).

Avi Shlaim, War and Peace in the Middle East: A Concise History (1995).

Supplemental:
Carl L. Brown, International Politics and the Middle East (1984).

M.E. Yapp, The Near East since the First World War (1991).

Week Four: Korea and Vietnam
Can the outbreak of the Korean and Vietnam wars be explained by the doctrine of containment?

Jian Chen, China’s Road to the Korean War (1994), Chapters 4-7.
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John Gaddis, Strategies of Containment (1982), Chapters 2, 7 and 8.

George C. Herring, America’s Longest War: The United States and Vietnam, 1950-
1975 (1995).

Henry Kissinger, Diplomacy, Chapters 19, 25 and 26.
Peter Lowe, Origins of the Korean War (1986).
John G. Stoessinger, Why Nations Go to War (7" ed., 1998), Chapters 3 and 4.

William Stueck, The Korean War: An International History (1995), Chapters 1 and
10.

Supplemental:

Rosemary Foot, The Wrong War: American Policy and the Dimensions of the Korean
Conflict, 1950-53 (1985).

Yuen Foong Khong, Analogies at War: Korea, Munich, Dien Bien Phu and the
Vietnam Decision of 1965 (1992).
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Week Five: End of the Cold War
What were the most important factors that led to the end of the Cold War?

Michael R. Beschloss and Strobe Talbott, At the Highest Levels: the Inside Story of
the End of the Cold War (1993).

Mike Bowker and Robin Brown, From Cold War to Collapse: Theory and World
Politics in the 1980s (1993), Chapters 2 and 4.

John L. Gaddis, “International Theory and the End of the Cold War,”
International Security Winter 1992/93.

Joseph Nye, Understanding International Conflicts, Section on the Cold War.
Don Oberdorfer, The Turn: From the Cold War to a New Era (1991).
Supplemental:

Archie Brown, The Gorbachev Factor (1996), Chapters 7 and 8.
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Week Six: Globalization

What is meant by globalization and interdependence?
Thomas L. Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree (2000).
Robert Keohane and Joseph Nye, Power and Interdependence (3 edn., 2001).
Joseph Nye, Understanding International Conflicts, Chapter 7.
Jan Aart Scholte, Globalization: A Critical Introduction (2000).
Mark Zacher, “The Decaying Pillars of the Westphalian Temple,” in James

Rosenau and Ernst-Otto Czempiel (eds.), Governance without Government: Order
and Change in World Politics (1992).
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Week Seven: Weapons of Mass Destruction

In what ways has the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction affected international
security?

Richard K. Betts, “The New Threat of Weapons of Mass Destruction,” Foreign
Affairs (January / February 1998).

www.ceip.org. May want to browse for news/articles.

Ashton Carter, John Deutch and Philip Zelikow, “Catastrophic Terrorism:
Tackling the New Danger,” Foreign Affairs (November /December 1998).

Peter R. Lavoy, “The Strategic Consequences of Nuclear Proliferation: A Review
Essay,” Security Studies vol. 4, no. 4 (summer 1995): 695-753.

National Security Strategy of the United States of America; available at
http:/ /www.whitehouse.gov/nsc/nss.html.

National Strategy for Combating Terrorism; available at
http:/ /www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/02/counter terrorism/coun
ter terrorism strategy.pdf

Scott D. Sagan and Kenneth N. Waltz, The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: A Debate
(New York: W.W. Norton, 1995).

Supplemental:

John D. Steinbruner, “Biological Weapons: A Plague Upon All Houses,”
Foreign Policy (Winter 1997/98).

Jessica Eve Stern, “Terrorist Motivations and Unconventional Weapons” in Peter
R. Lavoy, Scott D. Sagan, and James J. Wirtz, eds. Planning the Unthinkable: How
New Powers Will Use Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Weapons (2000): 202-229.

Victor A. Utgoff, “The Spectre of Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Weapons
Proliferation,” in The Coming Crisis: Nuclear Proliferation, U.S. Interests, and World
Order, edited by Victor A. Utgoff (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2000).
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Week Eight: Research Topic Ideas

Michael Brown, Sean Lynn-Jones, and Steven Miller, Debating the Democratic
Peace (Cambridge, MA, 1996).

T.G. Carpenter, NATO Enters the 21* Century (2001).

John L. Esposito, The Islamic Threat: Myth of Reality: Religion and Politics in the
Middle East (1996).

Samuel Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations (2002).
Michael Ignatieff, Blood and Belonging: Journeys into the New Nationalism (1994).
David R. Forsythe, Human Rights and International Relations (2000).

Lawrence Freedman, “The Revolution in Strategic Affairs,” Adelphi Paper 318
(1998).

Thomas Friedman, Longitudes and Attitudes: Exploring the World After September 11
(2002).

Christopher Hitchens, The Trial of Henry Kissinger (2001).

Samuel Huntington, “The Lonely Superpower,” Foreign Affairs (March/April
1999).

Tim Judah, Kosovo: War and Revenge (2000).

Joseph S. Nye, The Paradox of American Power: Why the World’s Only Superpower
Can’t Go it Alone (2002).

Gideon Rose, “Democracy Promotion and American Foreign Policy: A Review
Essay,” International Security, vol. 25, no. 3 (Winter 2000/01): 186-203.

Nicholas Wheeler, Saving Strangers: Humanitarian Intervention in International
Society (2000).



